SUPPLEMENT  TO 


Igj^IPORTS 


kILYiCj6»WC7TR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

:d  by  theji«treau  of  foreign  and  domestic  cc 
department  "o^'commj 


IMERp, 


Annual  Series  Nqfj^if"        ^        jVfey  28,  1920 

La  Rochelle  district:             InlVl    lE^  I  ^iV°g<4j?V;tl'i(:'t\    \\JY  *^                Page. 
Port  improvement lJ_|l-J-^-^_l  ftj  i   J  I  LabTft*  difficulties 7 

Fishing  industry Jz 2  ■  IjJgli  cost  of  production 7 


Shipping,  La  Rochelle 

American  freight-car  construction —  3 

Chamois-skin  production 3 

Wines  and  cognac '  4 

Port  activity •  4 

Coal  mines 5 


(*hina  industry 7 

Shoe   industry _  8 

Glove  industry 8 

Exports  of  lambskins  and  walnuts-  8 

Trade   with   United   States 9 

Market  for  American  goods 0 


FRANCE. 
LA  ROCHELLE. 


By  Consul  W.  \V.  Brunswick. 


J.t.  Ofl^jTOHY 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  1919  the  industries  of  the  La 
Rochelle  district  were  still  under  the  influence  of  Avar  conditions  and 
were  only  beginning  to  move  slowly  toward  a  normal  state.  High 
cost  of  raw  materials,  transportation  and  labor  unrest  all  contributed 
to  curtail  production  and  unsettle  the  market.  The  workmen  having 
become  accustomed  to  army  life  were  slow  to  accommodate  themselves 
to  peace  conditions. 
Contemplated  Port  Improvements — Estimate  of  Construction  Costs. 

The  planned  improvement  to  the  port  of  La  Pallice,  which  is  the 
deep-water  port  of  La  Ecchelle,  is  with  a  view  to  develop  the  eco- 
nomic life  of  this  port  for  future  years.  The  improvements  and  con- 
struction work  are  divided  into  three  stages  as  follows:  (1)  Trans- 
formation of  the  port  entrance  into  a  tidal  basin  with  construction 
of  a  dike  in  the  La  Pallice  roadstead  to  protect  the  port  entrance ; 
(2)  building  a  dock  under  the  shelter  of  the  dike,  which  will  accom- 
modate large  vessels  and  extend  to  the  shore  by  viaduct;  (3)  con- 
struction of  a  new  basin  to  the  north  of  the  viaduct. 

The  deep-water  dock  which  is  to  be  constructed  will  accommodate 
large  steamers  drawing  12  meters  (39  feet)  and  make  this  a  port 
of  call  between  western  Europe,  and  South  America  and  the  West 
Coast  of  Africa. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  improvements  at  this  port  amounts  to 
104,000.000  francs  ($20,072,000  at  normal  exchange)  and  cover  a 
period  of  20  years.  The  French  Government  will  contribute  to  this 
work  one-half  for  all  costs  up  to  35,000,000  francs,  and  will  pay  one- 
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third  of  all  expenses  in  excess  of  that  sum.    The  city  of  La  Rochelle 
will  pay  the  remainder. 

La  Rochelle  as  a  Fishing  Fort. 

Owing  to  its  situation  in  the  center  of  the  west  coast  of  France,  its 
proximity  to  the  fishing  grounds,  its  easy  access,  and  safe  harbor  dur- 
ing rough  weather,  La  Rochelle  is  an  ideal  port  for  steam  trawlers 
and  fishing  boats. 

Geographically  the  La  Rochelle  market  has  an  excellent  situation 
to  serve  the  interior  of  France  and  also  foreign  countries  with  fresh 
and  salted  fish.  The  city  has  been  for  a  long  time  the  principal 
center  of  the  ocean  fisheries,  having  before  the  war  35  steam  trawlers 
which  alone  brought  annually  15.000  tons  of  fish  to  the  market,  repre- 
senting a  value  of  40.000,000  francs  ($7,720,000).  # 

In  1918  many  of  the  trawlers  were  still  requisitioned  so  that  the 
catch  for  that  year  was  comparatively  small.  The  amount  of  fish 
marketed  during  the  past  two  years  by  the  La  Rochelle  fishing  fleet 
own  herewith: 


1918 

1919 

Kin  J  o;  vessel. 

Metric 

ton.;. 

Value. 

Metric 

l  OILS. 

Value. 

1,826 
3,  556 

$604, CC4 
1,305,909 

3,  757 
8,708 

Tl,  322, 165 

3,345,870 

5,15*2 

1,970,173 

12.  -1(15 

4,668,035 

Activity  of  the  Fort  of  La  Rochelle-Fallice. 

Early  in  August,  1910.  the  first  ship  arrived  with  American  cattle 
which  were  destined  for  the  devastated  districts  of  northern  France. 
The  10,705  head  of  cattle  imported  during  the  year  consisted  of 
10,081  cows,  266  heifers,  85  bulls,  and  333  calves. 

The  vessels  entered  in  this  port  in  1919  numbered  406,  discharging 
a  total  cargo  of  993,864  tons.  The  101  American  vessels,  which  rep- 
resented one-fourth  of  the  total  entered,  discharged  a  cargo  of  501,- 
7l!5  tons,  approximately  one-half  of  the  total  cargo  imported. 

The  regular  steamship  companies  making  this  a  port  of  call  dur- 
ing the  past  year  are  as  follows: 


Entries. 


Stockholm   Angfartygs- 

Svenska    Lloyd 

Adotf  Deppe 

Elder  1  >empster  &  CO-J 


Total. 


07 


Entries 

A  Etreteurs   Reunis 

Pacific  Steam  Na^  igatiou  <'<> 

Royale  Negrlandatse  (Amster- 
dam)  

Fearnley  &  Bger  (Norwegian)- 

Beige  Maritime  du  Congo 

Dampskibs  Selskabel  Garonne 

Det  Forenede  Dampskibs  Sels- 
kab 11 

As  some  vessels  were  requisitioned  and  others  lost,  the  companies 
were  not  aide  to  keep  up  their  regular  service.  Several  companies, 
however,  expect  to  establish  a  regular  passenger  and  cargo  service 
during  1920.  During  1919  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Co.  em- 
harked  1  !!>  passengers  for  South  American  ports,  The  Kongo  Mari- 
time Co.  embarked  7!>S  passengers  and  landed  342  from  Belgian 
Kongo. 
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Froduction  of  American  Freight  Cars. 

The  American  car  company  operating  the  works  left  in  La  Ro- 
chelle  by  the  Thirty-fifth  United  States  Engineers  met  with  many 
difficulties,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  had  to  train  an  entire  force  of 
inexperienced  French  workmen,  which  retarded  the  production  for 
the  first  few  months.  The  American  director  took  over  the  car  shops 
on  April  1,  1919,  and  one  of  the  most  important  problems  which 
confronted  him  was  to  establish  a  system  to  economize  labor. 

With  this  end  in  view,  underframes  were  riveted  on  benches  on  a 
modification  of  the  track  system,  also  all  sides  for  box  cars  and 
gondola  cars  were  built  on  benches  and  hoisted  by  electric  power 
directly  into  place  and  bolted  to  the  underframe.  As  a  further 
means  of  saving  power,  riveting  machines,  air-driven  nutting  ma- 
chines for  tightening  nuts  on  trucks,  and  electric  hoists  were  in- 
stalled. This  allowed  considerable  reduction  of  workmen  on  erec- 
tion tracks. 

As  soon  as  it.  was  judged  that  the  workmen  had  sufficient  train- 
ing, all  erection  operations  were  put  on  a  piecework  basis.  This  en- 
abled the  workmen  to  earn  from  two  to  three  times  their  daily  rate 
of  pay,  by  increasing  production.  After  this  system  had  been  well 
introduced,  no  further  trouble  was  experienced  with  labor  unrest, 
and  the  output  was  increased  until  41  cars  have  been  built  in  an  8- 
hour  shift  on  one  erection  track. 

When  the  director  took  over  the  car  plant,  10,000  tons  of  material 
were  on  hand,  and  20,000  tons  were  stacked  on  the  La  Pallice  docks, 
making  unloading  of  boats  a  slow  operation,  due  to  the  congested  con- 
dition. For  the  unloading,  checking,  and  delivering  of  material  and 
for  mechanical  operation  of  the  plant,  a  force  of  TOO  to  1,000  men 
was  required. 

The  forces  of  these  shops  handled  during  the  year  approximately 
682,000  tons  of  material  in  building  cars  of  various  types.  Con- 
struction of  box  cars  covered  a  period  from  April  to  the  close  of 
the  year  with  an  output  of  3,709  cars;  construction  of  high-side 
gondolas  began  June  12  and  proceeded  somewhat  irregularly  until 
November  with  a  total  of  1,428  cars;  flat  cars  were  constructed  at 
intermittent  periods  from  April  2G  to  November,  the  output  reach- 
ing 1,772:  tank  construction  during  the  months  of  August,  Septem- 
ber, and  October  gave  a  total  of  87  for  this  type. 
Increased  Production  of  Chamois  Skins. 

The  conclusion  of  the  armistice  seriously  affected  the  chamois 
skin  industry,  as  it  did  many  others,  on  account  of  the  period  of 
uncertainty.  Buyers  and  manufacturers  transacted  no  business  but 
waited  for  definite  conditions  to  bring  about  a  stability  of  the 
market.  This  situation  did  not  last  very  long  and  the  market  soon 
became  more  active.  Owing  to  the  cost  of  raw  materials,  skins  re- 
peatedly advanced  in  price  during  1919,  without  affecting  the  de- 
mand. 

On  account  of  these  circumstances,  and  the  opening  of  several 
factories  which  were  closed  or  partially  closed  during  hostilities  be- 
cause of  the  mobilization  of  their  staffs,  the  manufacture  of  chamois 
skins  at  Niort  and  in  the  Department  of  Deux-Sevres  increased  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  total  production  amounted  to  approximately 
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70,000  dozens  for  1919,  showing  an  increase  of  15,000  dozens  in 
comparison  with  the  preceding  year. 

The  glove  manufacturers  of  Niort,  as  in  former  year--,  absorbed 
the  larger  portion  of  the  production  of  raw  chamois  skins.  English 
buyers  were  purchasers  of  leather  which  might  he  used  for  fancy 
.-hues,  but  found  only  meager  stocks.  There  was  a  good  demand 
for  the  exportation  of  skins  for  the  manufacture  of  gloves,  but 
lack  of  supply  prevented  larger  exports.  The  United  States  was 
a  purchaser  of  raw  chamois  skins  for  glove  making,  and  for  cleaning 
and  polishing  purposes,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  there  were  large 
domestic  purchases,  together  with  the  crisis  in  railway  transporta- 
tion, the  transactions  with  the  United  States  were  of  small  im- 
portance. 

Production  of  Wines  and  Cognac. 

The    wine    production    during  (he    year    1019    in    Charente    and 

Charente-lnfericurc  can  he  classed  as  satisfactory.  The  augmenta- 
tion of  wages  of  employees  and  the  increased  cost  of  fertilizers 
and  raw  materials  used  in  the  production  of  cognac  has  added 
greatly  to  the  cost  of  the  products  of  viticulture. 

The  total  production  of  wines  for  these  Departments  from  the 
crops  of  1918  and  1010  was  as  follows: 


Depart mortis. 

191S 

1919 

Increase 
over  in& 

Ga!hrna.          Cullnvs. 
is,  IS'.i,  7m>  !  2\,4V,Zi3 
33,357, 088  ,  -(VIC. V.i if', 

Qatton*. 

4  927  524 

12  111  S34 

Total 

51, 846, 791 

68,886^149 

17,039,358 

The  law  suppressing  the  sale  of  absinthe  in  France  necessarily 
increased  the  demand  for  white  wines  from  the  Charentes.  During 
the  last  three  years,  a  good  portion  of  the  production  of  these  wines 
has  been  sold  in  the  huge  cities  of  France  and  especially  in  Paris, 
owing  to  the  prosperity  of  the  wage  earner. 

The  good  crops  of  1010  enabled  the  growers  to  meet  the  heavy  de- 
mands made  by  the  distilling  industry.  In  spite  of  the  increase  in 
selling  prices,  an  excellent  demand  was  sustained  for  cognac.  A 
decrease,  however,  was  noticed  in  the  sale  of  bottled  brandy  to  Eng- 
land. The  average  wholesale  prices  of  cognac  for  1919  ranged  from 
1-iO  francs  ($25)  to  200  francs  ($38)  per  dozen  bottles  of  1  liter 
("1.056  quarts)  each  and  old,  fine  champagne  was  sold  at  600  francs 
($115)  per  dozen  bottles. 

The  Port  of  Tonnay-Charente. 

The  city  of  Tonnay-Charente  is  situated  on  the  Charente  River 
and  is  an  important  commercial  port  with  a  population  of  over 
5,000.  A  large  bridge  75  feel  high,  constructed  of  concrete  arches^ 
extends  across  the  river. 

In  1010,  a  total  of  11'.'  vessels  entered  at  this  port,  discharging 
L2&,97Q  metric  tons  of  cargo,  and  194  vessels  cleared  with  -2^^-- 
metric  tons  of  cargo.  Of  the  total  entrances  four  were  American 
Vessels  discharging  cargoes  totaling  7,858  metric  tons. 


Metric   tons. 

Stones 2, 103 

Tobacco - 400 

Wood : 

Various 3,  225 

Oak 373 

Wood  barrels 3 

Miscellaneous .  87 
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The  principal  articles  of  import  were   coal,   93,595  tons;   phos- 
phates. 16,417  tons;  pyrites,  10,771  tons;  coke  and  iron,  1,010  tons; 
other  minerals,  1,246  tons.     The  chief  exports  were  cognac,  2:2,693 
tons;  pyrite  ashes,  5,470  tons;  casein  and  paper,  355  tons. 
Activity  at  the  Ports  of  Rochefort  and  Marans. 

A  total  of  360  vessels  entered  Rochefort  in  1019.  of  which  number 
21  were  American.  Imported  goods  to  the  amount  of  284,597  metric 
tons  were  discharged  by  281  vessels.  Of  this  amount,  58,828  metric 
tons  were  carried  by  180  French  vessels  and  225,769  metric  tons  by 
101  foreign  vessels.  The  prinicipal  imports  were  coal  and  coke, 
nitrates,  oil,  iron  and  steel,  wood,  and  war  materials.  The  prin- 
cipal exports  were  to  England  and  consisted  of  15,000  tons  of  pit 
props. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  to  Rochefort  were  as  follows: 

Metric  tons. 

Alcohol 424 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures: 

Hardware 4 

Iron   and   steel 10,  797 

Iron,  cast 1,128 

Machinery,   parts 245 

Tubes 220 

Nitrate 2.  744 

Soda 245                  Total—                              _  21, 998 

The  port  of  Marans  is  located  near  the  mouth  of  the  Sevre-Nior- 
taise  River,  and  is  connected  by  canal  with  La  Rochelle. 

The  17  vessels  entering  Marans  in  1919  consisted  of  6  British,  3 
French,  6  Norwegian,  and  2   Swedish  ships,  bringing  a   cargo  of 
4.074  tons  of  Cardiff  coal  and  3,071  tons  of  briquets.     The  exports 
to  England  were  1,397  tons  of  pit  props. 
Coal  Production  of  St.  Laurent-sur-Gorre. 

The  coal  mines  at  St.  Laurent-sur-Gorre,  in  the  Department  of 
Deux-Sevres,  has  veins  which  extend  just  over  the  border  into  the 
Department  of  Vendee.  In  1918  these  mines  produced  59,000  tons 
of  coal,  against  27,000  tons  in  1919.  The  loss  in  production  for  1919 
of  over  45  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the,  preceding  year,  is  explained 
from  the  fact  that  the  mines  were  worked  in  1918  by  refugees  from 
the  invaded  regions  of  the  north,  and  during  1919  they  left  this  dis- 
trict to  return  to  their  homes,  thereby  causing  a  shortage  of  labor. 
Salt  Industry  of  Charente-Inferieure. 

The  salt  in  this  maritime  Department  is  all  produced  through 
natural  evaporation  of  sea  water  in  beds  made  in  the  salt  marshes, 
and  hence  the  only  source  of  supply  is  the  ocean.  The  most  impor- 
tant salt  marshes  are  those  of  Re  Island,  ( Heron  Island,  and  La 
Rochelle.  In  1919  Re  Island  produced  20,000  metric  tons  and  La 
Rochelle  and  Oleron  Island  6,000  tons. 

Every  owner  of  a  salt  marsh  must  make  application  to  the  Internal 
Revenue  Bureau  to  obtain  the  necessary  permission  to  manufacture 
salt.  The  law  fixes  a  general  tax  of  10  francs  upon  every  100  kilos 
(220  pounds),  but  as  there  is  allowed  a  reduction  of  5  per  cent  for 
waste  salt,  the  actual  tax  amounts  to  only  9.5  francs  per  100  kilos. 
The  salt  used  for  edible  purposes  and  for  salting  meats  is  subject  to 
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this  tax.  That  used  for  salting  fish  or  denatured  suit  used  for  pre- 
serving hides  ami  salting  hay  for  cattle  is  not  taxed. 

Sale  and  Market  for  American  Products. 

Many  American  products  are  to  be  found  in  the  stores  of  the  prin- 
cipal cities  of  this  district.    Typewriters  and  supplies,  hardware,  all 

kinds  of  canned  goods,  soaps,  stationery  and  novelties,  alarm  clocks, 
shoes,  and  underwear  find  a  ready  sale. 

Apart  from  the  stores  dealing  m  American  goods,  the  large  sup- 
plies of  all  kinds  turned  over  to  the  French  Government  by  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces  are  now  being  sold  direct  to  the 
people  in  limited  quantities  by  the  French  military  authorities  and 
also  through  the  cooperative  military  and  the  cooperative  func- 
tionary stores. 

Numerous  local  firms  have  heen  furnished  addresses  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  inquiries  show  that  a  large  demand  has  now  heen 
created  for  all  kinds  of  American  wares  in  this  district.  If  this  de- 
mand is  to  he  a  permanent  one,  it  will  he  necessary  for  manufacturers 
to  follow  up  this  market  by  seeing  that  merchants  are  well  supplied 
with  goods. 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  following  tahle  gives  the  principal  exports  from  the  La  Eo- 
ehelle  district  to  the  United  States  and  the  Philippine  Islands  during 
the  year  ended  December  31,  1919,  and  a  comparison  with  the  preced- 
ing year: 


Articles. 


191S 


Quanti- 
ties. 


Values. 


1919 


Quanti- 
ties. 


Values. 


TO  UNITED  STATES. 

Bone  waste pounds . 

Brandy gallons. 

Cloves dozen . 

Household  goods 

Laoes 

1  .adies'  wear 

i  eathar  (glove) dozen . 

Paper  machine  wire pounds. 

Paper  machine  parts do. . . 

Skins,  calf ' skins. 

Skins,  chamois dozen . 

Walnuts,  shelled pounds. 

Wire  cloth do. . . 


83, 972 
2,220 


315,436 
3,319 


44,092 


$7,003 


352 

2,012 
01 


3,292 
11.830 

003 


346 

1,070 


116 

334 

193 

352 

4,497 

9,734 


293 

94,500 

143 


5,688 

47,  491 
1,456 


77.  186 
2,215 

32,335 
70 


75,338 

23,436 
23,171 

737 


Total . 


to  rniLirrixE  islands. 


Brandy gallons . . 


89, 210 


5,584 


150,517 


7,176 


LIMOGES. 

By  Vice  Consul   It.  II.  "Williams. 

Although  all  hostilities  had  ceased  for  nearly  two  months  previous 
to  the  opening  of  the  year  1919,  nevertheless  general  economic  condi- 
tions have  changed  little  during  the  past  year  from  those  of  1918. 
The  cost  of  living  has  increased  and  transportation  services  have 
heen  practically  as  defective  as  they  were  in  1918;  labor  shortage 
has  continued   in  spite  of  the  gradual   demobilization  effected   in 
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1919;  high  prices  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  raw  materials, 
fertilizers,  and  coal  have  been  practically  as  accentuated  as  ever; 
the  vast  issues  of  paper  money  and  the  outflow  of  gold  to  pay  foreign 
balances  caused  by  the  excess  of  imports  over  exports,  in  spite  of 
many  restrictions  to  trade,  have  continued  to  depreciate  the  pur- 
chasing power  of  the  French  paper  currency;  and  conditions  gen- 
erally, aside  from  actual  bloodshed,  have  been  almost  as  unsatis- 
factory in  1919  as  they  were  in  1918.  Profiteering  has  been  general, 
notwithstanding  drastic  intermittent  efforts  to  prevent  it.  The 
peasant  or  farmer,  who  constitutes  the  backbone  of  the  country,  has 
been  enjoying  high  prices  for  the  products  of  his  long  and  patient 
labors,  although  his  actual  profits  have  been  considerably  reduced  by 
the  increase  in  prices  of  tools,  machines,  fertilizers,  and  other  articles 
necessary  to  his  equipment,  as  well  as  by  the  higher  wages  paid  for 
farm  help. 
Labor  Difficulties — High  Cost  of  Production. 

The  S-hcur  law,  together  with  strikes  and  Labor  disputes,  have 
tended  to  limit  production  just  at  the  moment  when  superproduc- 
tion  was  most  necessary  to  replenish  the  exhausted  supply  of  almost 
all  articles  of  peace  and  enable  France  to  increase  exports,  diminish 
imports,  and  raise  the  purchasing  value  of  the  paper  franc.  Noth- 
ing has  had  more  influence  in  hindering  the  development  of  direct 
importations  of  American  goods  into  this  market  than  the  extremely 
unfavorable  rate  of  exchange,  as  French  purchases  of  American 
merchandise  are  quoted  in  dollars,  and  the  French  importer  is  obliged 
to  pay  a  heavy  premium  in  exchanging  his  francs  into  dollars.  The 
great  increase  in  wages  has  expanded  the  purchasing  power  of  the 
laboring  classes,  resulting  in  an  increased  demand  for  a  large  variety 
of  articles  while  the  supply  still  remains  below  the  normal,  thus  con- 
tributing in  a  very  considerable  degree  to  the  increase  in  the  cost 
of  living,  which  is  further  augmented  in  this  district  by  the  drain- 
age of  food  supplies  for  the  Paris  market. 

The  increased  cost  of  production  of  all  articles  has  raised  prices, 
and  in  the  last  analysis  it  is  the  consumer  who  pays  for  this  increase 
of  cost,  including  the  raise  in  wages,  for  as  soon  as  an  increase  in 
salaries  is  granted  the  price  of  the  manufactured  article  rises  to  at 
least  a  corresponding  extent.  According  to  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Cahors,  the  capital  of  the  Department  of  Lot  in  this  dis- 
trict, the  prices  of  food,  clothing,  and  rents  have  at  least  tripled, 
while  in  other  Departments  in  this  district  these  prices  are  stated  to 
have  largely  increased.  The  increase  in  wages  has  tended  to  produce 
among  the  laboring  classes  a  disposition  to  spend  more  money  in 
pleasure  and  in  what  used  to  be  regarded  as  luxuries,  while  the  8-hour 
law  has  lengthened  their  time  for  recreation,  with  the  result  that  the 
cinemas,  theaters,  and,  above  all,  the  cafes  or  saloons,  are  well  pat- 
ronized by  working  people.  Fortunately,  among  the  younger  genera- 
tions, there  is  somewhat  more  than  formerly  a  disposition  toward 
physical  exercise  and  sports. 
Exports  of  China  Increased. 

Although  there  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  exportation  of  china 
to  the  United  States  in  1919  over  that  of  the  preceding  year,  the  figures 
being  $831,481  in  1919  and  $021,151  in  1918,  still  these  figures  are 
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somewhat  deceptive  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  increases  wore  from 
75  to  LOO  per  cent  in  L919,  while  in  1918  they  were  from  50  to  75  per 
cent.  In  1!>1(.>.  as  in  1918,  the  main  difficulties  confronted  by  the 
china  industry  were  lack  of  coal,  raw  material,  and  labor,  together 
withthehigh  price  of  labor,  and  the  inconveniences  resulting  from  the 
defective  transportation  system  both  by  rail  and  by  boat.  The  in- 
crease in  exportation  is  probably  due  in  a  Large  measure  to  the  in- 
creased demand  resulting  from  the  great  decrease  in  exportation 
during  1918.  The  eost  of  production  has  been  increased  by  the  high 
prices  of  raw  materials  and  of  labor. 

Shoe  Industry  Active. 

While  there  is  practically  no  exportation  of  shoes  to  the  United 
States,  still  this  industry  is  the  most  important  and  flourishing  one 
in  this  district.  Large  quantities  of  leather  were  imported  from 
the  United  States  during  1919  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  home 
market.  These  importations  would  doubtless  have  been  much 
greater  were  it  not  for  the  unfavorable  rate  of  exchange  which 
caused  Limoges  dealers  to  limit  as  much  as  possible  their  purchases 
in  the  United  States.  A  considerable  quantity  of  leather  was  also 
imported  from  Spain. 

Although  the  shoe  factories  in  the  main  are  modern  and  up-to- 
date,  the  output  was  hindered  to  a  considerable  extent  by  a  short- 
age of  implements,  the  difficulty  of  procuring  the  raw  materials, 
the  price  of  which  has  of  course  appreciably  increased,  and  by  de- 
fective transportation  conditions.  The  industry  was  further  im- 
peded by  the  increase  in  wages  and  the  lack  of  working  personnel, 
especially  in  the  production  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  shoe.  It  is 
claimed  that  the  8-hour  law  caused  an  increase  of  more  than  15  per 
cent  in  the  cost  of  labor  during  the  first  half  of  1919.  and  that  this 
increase  became  more  pronounced  during  the  latter  half  of  the  .year. 
But  the  principal  difficulty  in  all  branches  of  the  shoe  industry 
has  been  the  scarcity  and  the  high  prices  of  raw  materials. 

Glove  Industry  Hampered. 

The  glove  industry  at  St.  Junien,  in  the  Department  of  Haute- 
Vienne,  in  this  district,  was  hampered  also  by  the  great  increase  in 
the  cost  of  production,  due  to  the  same  general  economic  conditions 
affecting  all  lines  of  production.  This  industry  is  an  important 
one,  but  very  few  of  the  exports  are  invoiced  at  this  consulate,  as  the 
output  is  taken  by  Paris  houses  and  the  exports  invoiced  at  the  con- 
sulate general  at  Paris.  It  is  therefore  difficult  to  ascertain  to  what 
extent  exportations  were  alfected  by  unfavorable  circumstances  due 
to  the  present  economic  situation.  In  1919  the  value  of  the  gloves 
invoiced  here  was  $4,382,  while  none  were  invoiced  at  this  consulate 
in  1918. 

Exports  of  Lambskins  and  Walnuts. 

There  was  a  large  increase  in  exportations  of  lambskins  and  sheep- 
skins to  the  United  States  in  1919  over  1918,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
in  1918  the  exportations  were  under  Government  restrictions.  The 
exports  in  1919  were  valued  at  $295,584,  compared  with  only  $17,410 
in  1918. 
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The  removal  of  Government  restrictions  also  accounts  for  the  in- 
crease in  the  exportation  of  walnuts,  the  value  of  which  was  only 
$60,970  in  1918  and  $103,308  in  1919. 
Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

Exports  to  the  United  States  in  1919,  in  spite  of  the  many  adverse 
circumstances,  present  a  favorable  comparison  with  the  preceding 
year.  The  principal  increases  are  in  china,  lambskins,  and  walnuts, 
while  there  is  a  decrease  in  rabbit  skins,  dolls'  heads,  and  some  other 
small  items.     The  figures  are  as  follows : 


Books 

China 

Dolls'  heads 

Enamels 

Filtering  paper 

Gloves 

Household  articles. . 

Lambskins 

Machinery 

Miniature  paintings. 


$1,174 

621.154 

752 


6, 7G5 


17,411} 
101 


S1.R51 

834,481 

674 

159 

16,570 

4.382 

223 

295,584 


1,480 


Articles. 


Preserves , 

Rabbit  skins 

Soldering  powder. 

Truffles 

Upholstery 

Walnuts 

Welding  plates 


Total. 


$149, 7eo 
750 

'.171 

827 

GO, 970 


S60, Goo 


SI  V.':1,:) 

43,014 

375 

7,040 


163.308 

196 


1,388,276 


Market  for  American  Goods. 

This  consulate  covers  a  widely  scattered  district,  comprising  many 
cities,  towns,  and  villages  situated  in  nine  Departments  or  political 
divisions  of  France,  producing  a  large  variety  of  articles  both  manu- 
factured and  agricultural.  Prior  to  1919  there  had  been  practically 
no  direct  importations  from  the  United  States  into  this  district, 
although  a  large  amount  of  American  goods  were  sold  in  this  market. 
The  dealers  bought  such  wares  as  needed  from  importing  houses  or 
agencies  located  in  Paris  or  in  some  of  the  more  important  seaport 
cities.  They  gave  as  reasons  for  this  course:  (1)  The  American 
credit  system,  to  which  they  objected,  as  it  required  them  to  put  up 
their  money  in  dollars  in  advance;  (2)  the  fact  that  they  found  it 
easier  to  arrange  disputes  with  a  house  located  in  France  than  with 
one  located  in 'the  United  States;  and  (3)  the  fact  that  in  many  cases 
the  individual  dealer  would  not  import  in  sufficient  quantities  to  war- 
rant his  own  importing,  while  he  did  not  desire  to  pool  his  issues 
with  other  dealers  similarly  situated  so  as  to  import  enough  for  all 
of  them  and  then  divide  among  themselves  according  to  their  in- 
dividual needs. 

During  1919,  however,  there  were  signs  of  an  approaching  change 
in  this  indisposition  of  Limoges  dealers  toward  importing  directly, 
and  a  number  of  them  manifested  a  willingness  to  receive  and  con- 
sider American  propositions  with  a  view  to  direct  importations,  a 
condition  resulting  largely  from  the  increased  necessity  for  raw 
materials  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  them. 

In  this  connection  good  work  has  been  done  by  local  agents  who 
had  previously  confined  their  activities  to  internal  trade,  but  whom 
this  consulate  has  of  late  interested  in  an  effort  to  promote  direct 
trade  with  the  United  States.  These  local  agents,  familiar  with  the 
needs  and  peculiarities  of  the  dealers,  who  are  rather  conservative 
and  somewhat  timid  in  face  of  possible  risks,  are  in  general  rather 
better  adapted  to  the  work  than  would  be  an  American  agent  mi- 
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familiar  with  local  conditions.  It  is  also  most  important  that  the 
agent   should   be   quite   conversant  With   the  French   language,   as 

English  i-  confined  to  a  narrow  circle  in  this  consular  district.  Un- 
fortunately the  rate  of  exchange,  to  say  nothing  of  the  increased 
i  n-i  of  materials,  transportation  difficulties,  labor  shortage,  and  other 
drawbacks  have  hampered  and  discouraged  to  a  large  extent  at  its 
commencement  this  disposition  on  the  part  of  Limoges  dealers  to 
regard  with  more  favor  the  proposition  of  direct  dealings  with 
United  States  firms. 

There  is  a  large  demand  for  leather,  food  products,  agricultural 
tools  and  machines,  machines  of  other  kinds,  lard,  vegetable  oils, 
(aimed  foods,  petroleum,  chemical  products,  wood,  and  many  other 
articles.  There  would  be  a  good  opening  for  American  importations 
in  all  these  lines  if  the  rates  of  exchange  were  favorable,  and  if  the 
American  goods  could  be  obtained  under  trade  conditions  conform- 
ing to  methods  practiced  here — delivery  on  short  notice  and  a  more 
favorable  credit  system. 
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